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1
METHOD OF MANUFACTURING SILICON
CARBIDE SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to methods of manufacturing
silicon carbide semiconductor devices.

2. Description of the Background Art

In recent years, silicon carbide has been increasingly
employed as a material for a semiconductor device in order to
allow a higher breakdown voltage, lower loss and the use in a
high-temperature environment and the like of the semicon-
ductor device. Silicon carbide is a wide band gap semicon-
ductor having a band gap wider than that of silicon which has
been conventionally and widely used as a material for a semi-
conductor device. By employing the silicon carbide as a mate-
rial for a semiconductor device, therefore, a higher break-
down voltage, lower on-resistance and the like of the
semiconductor device can be achieved. A semiconductor
device made of silicon carbide also has the advantage of
exhibiting less performance degradation when used in a high-
temperature environment than a semiconductor device made
of silicon.

For example, Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2011-
100928, Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2013-65650 and
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2009-170558 describe
semiconductor devices made of silicon carbide.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semiconduc-
tor device according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion includes the following steps. A silicon carbide substrate
having a main surface angled off relative to a {0001} plane is
prepared. A protruding first alignment mark is formed on the
main surface of the silicon carbide substrate. A second align-
ment mark is formed on the first alignment mark by forming
a silicon carbide epitaxial layer on the first alignment mark.
Alignment of' the silicon carbide substrate is performed using
the second alignment mark. The first alignment mark includes
a first region and a second region, the second region being in
contact with the first region and extending from the first
region in an off direction in which a <0001> direction is
projected onto the main surface. The first region includes a
short side along a direction parallel to the off direction, and a
long side along a direction perpendicular to the off direction
within the main surface. The second alignment mark includes
a first portion formed on the first region and a second portion
formed on the second region. The step of performing align-
ment includes the step of capturing an image of the first
portion while not including the second portion, and recogniz-
ing an edge of the first portion based on the image.

Objects, features, aspects and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following detailed
description of the present invention when taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing the structure of a silicon carbide semiconductor device
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view schematically
showing the structure of a silicon carbide layer of the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.
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FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view of a region taken along
NI-11 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram schematically showing a method
of manufacturing the silicon carbide semiconductor device
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic plan view schematically showing a
first step of the method of manufacturing the silicon carbide
semiconductor device according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing the first step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic plan view schematically showing the
structure of a dicing line.

FIG. 8 is a schematic plan view schematically showing the
structure of a first alignment mark formed on the dicing line.

FIG. 9 is a schematic plan view schematically showing the
structure of an example of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 10 is a schematic sectional view of a region taken
along X-X in FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a schematic sectional view of a region taken
along XI-XI in FIG. 9.

FIG. 12 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a second step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of an example of a second alignment mark.

FIG. 14 is a schematic sectional view of a region taken
along XIV-XIV in FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is a schematic sectional view of a region taken
along XV-XV in FIG. 13.

FIG. 16 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a third step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 17 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a fourth step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 18 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a fifth step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 19 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a sixth step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 20 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a seventh step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 21 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing an eighth step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a ninth step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing a tenth step of the method of manufacturing the silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 24 is a schematic sectional view schematically show-
ing an eleventh step of the method of manufacturing the
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silicon carbide semiconductor device according to one
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 25 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 1 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 26 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 2 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 27 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 3 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 28 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 4 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 29 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 5 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 30 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 6 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 31 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 7 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 32 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 8 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 33 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 9 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 34 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 10 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 35 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 11 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 36 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 12 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 37 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 13 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 38 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 14 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 39 is a schematic plan view schematically showing
the structure of Variation 15 of the first alignment mark.

FIG. 40 is a diagram schematically showing a state where
silicon carbide is collected at an end portion of a second
region of the first alignment mark.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
Description of Embodiments of the Present Invention

First, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in list form.

Generally, alignment is performed so as to reduce relative
misalignment between a plurality of different steps. When a
silicon substrate is used, for example, a protecting film made
of silicon dioxide is formed on the silicon substrate, and then
the silicon dioxide film can be processed to form an alignment
mark. When a silicon carbide substrate is used, however,
high-temperature treatment at 1700° C. or higher, for
example, needs to be performed in a semiconductor fabrica-
tion process. For this reason, silicon dioxide cannot be pro-
cessed to form an alignment mark, and silicon carbide needs
to be directly processed to form an alignment mark. Methods
of recognizing an alignment mark include an LSA (Laser
Step Alignment) method and an FIA (Field Image Alignment)
method. The LSA method is an optical alignment method of
performing alignment by applying a laser to an alignment
mark and analyzing reflected light of the laser. The FIA
method is an image recognition method of performing align-
ment by recognizing the edge of an image captured by a
camera.

To perform epitaxial growth of high quality, a silicon car-
bide substrate having a main surface angled off relative to a
{0001} plane may be used. When a silicon carbide epitaxial
layer is formed on the main surface of the silicon carbide
substrate angled off relative to the {0001} plane, the silicon
carbide epitaxial layer is grown asymmetrically with respect
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to the normal of the main surface as a result of step-flow
growth. Thus, when a protruding first alignment mark having
a symmetrical shape with respect to the normal of the main
surface of the silicon carbide substrate is formed on the main
surface, and then a silicon carbide epitaxial layer is formed on
the first alignment mark by epitaxial growth, for example, a
second alignment mark formed on the first alignment mark
will have an asymmetrical shape with respect to the normal of
the main surface. This results in difficulty in obtaining high
alignment accuracy when performing alignment using the
second alignment mark by means of a normal method.

The present inventor conducted a detailed study of how to
form an alignment mark in a method of manufacturing a
silicon carbide semiconductor device, and arrived at the
present invention based on the following findings.

First, a first alignment mark 1 is formed on a main surface
of a silicon carbide substrate 10. Referring to FIG. 9, first
alignment mark 1 includes a first region 1a extending in a
direction a21 substantially perpendicular to an off direction
all of the main surface, and a second region 156 extending
from first region 1a in off direction all of the main surface.
Referring to FIG. 40, when a silicon carbide epitaxial layer is
formed on thus shaped first alignment mark 1 by epitaxial
growth, the silicon carbide is collected and grown at an end
portion 151 of second region 15 facing off direction all. As
indicated with arrows in FIG. 40, the silicon carbide is col-
lected and grown at end portion 151 of second region 16 not
only from a direction facing end portion 16 of second region
15 facing off direction all, but also from a direction facing an
end portion 1al of first region 1a facing off direction all.
Consequently, as shown in FIG. 15, a silicon carbide epitaxial
layer formed on end portion 151 of second region 156 will be
inclined relative to a main surface 10a of silicon carbide
substrate 10. On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 14, the
silicon carbide epitaxial layer formed on end portion 1al of
first region 1a facing off direction all will be substantially
perpendicular to main surface 10a of silicon carbide substrate
10. The silicon carbide epitaxial layer formed on an end
portion 1a3 of first region 1a facing opposite to off direction
all will also be substantially perpendicular to main surface
10a of silicon carbide substrate 10. That is, it is difficult to
clearly identify an end portion 251 facing off direction all of
aportion (second portion 26) included in a second alignment
mark 2 and formed on second region 15 (see FIG. 15),
whereas an end portion 2al facing off direction all of a
portion (first portion 2a) included in second alignment mark
2 and formed on first region 1a can be clearly identified (see
FIG. 14). Thus, by capturing an image of first portion 2a while
not including second portion 26 and recognizing an edge of
first portion 2a based on the image in an alignment step using
second alignment mark 2, alignment of silicon carbide sub-
strate 10 having the main surface angled off relative to the
{0001} plane can be performed with high accuracy (see FIG.
13).

(1) A method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to one embodiment of the present
invention includes the following steps. A silicon carbide sub-
strate 10 having a main surface 10a angled off relative to a
{0001} plane is prepared. A protruding first alignment mark
1 is formed on main surface 10a of silicon carbide substrate
10. A second alignment mark 2 is formed on first alignment
mark 1 by forming a silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 on first
alignment mark 1. Alignment of silicon carbide substrate 10
is performed using second alignment mark 2. First alignment
mark 1 includes a first region 1a and a second region 15,
second region 15 being in contact with first region 1a and
extending from first region 1a in an off direction all in which
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a <0001> direction is projected onto main surface 10qa. First
region 1a includes a short side along a direction parallel to off
direction all, and a long side along a direction perpendicular
to off direction all within main surface 10a. Second align-
ment mark 2 includes a first portion 2a formed on first region
1a and a second portion 25 formed on second region 15. The
step of performing alignment includes the step of capturing
an image of first portion 2a while not including second por-
tion 25, and recognizing an edge of first portion 2a based on
the image. Consequently, the alignment accuracy of silicon
carbide substrate 10 can be improved.

(2) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to (1) above, second
region 25 is in contact with one end portion of first region 1a
in direction a2l perpendicular to off direction all within
main surface 105. Consequently, the image-captured region
for the alignment can be increased to thereby further improve
the alignment accuracy.

(3) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to (1) or (2) above,
assuming that a width of second region 15 along off direction
all is x, and a width of first region 1a along direction a21
perpendicular to off direction all within main surface 10q is
y, X is not less than y/3 and not more than 2y. Consequently,
the silicon carbide can be efficiently grown at an end portion
of'second region 15, thereby further improving the alignment
accuracy.

(4) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and (3)
above, second region 15 is inclined from off direction all
toward first region 1a. Consequently, an end portion of first
region la in off direction all can be protected by second
region 15. As a result, the edge of first portion 2a of second
alignment mark 2 facing oft direction all becomes steeper,
thereby improving the alignment accuracy.

(5) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to (4) above, second
region 15 includes a one side second region portion 154 in
contact with one end portion of first region 1a in direction a21
perpendicular to off direction all within main surface 10a,
and an other side second region portion 155 in contact with
the other end portion. Consequently, the silicon carbide can
be grown at the end portion of each of one side second region
portion 154 and other side second region portion 165, thereby
further improving the alignment accuracy.

(6) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to (5) above, assum-
ing that a width of each of one side second region portion 154
and other side second region portion 155 along off direction
all is x, and a width of first region 1a along the direction
perpendicular to the off direction within the main surface is y,
x is not less than y/6 and not more than 3y. Consequently, the
silicon carbide can be efficiently grown at the end portion of
each of one side second region portion 154 and other side
second region portion 155, thereby further improving the
alignment accuracy.

(7) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and (6)
above, first region 1a has a rectangular shape when viewed
from a normal direction of main surface 10a. Consequently,
the alignment mark can be suitably used for an alignment
method using a rectangular alignment mark.

(8) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and (6)
above, first region 1a has a cross shape when viewed from a
normal direction of main surface 10a. Consequently, the
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alignment mark can be suitably used for an alignment method
using a cross-shaped alignment mark.

(9) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and (8)
above, a height H1 of first alignment mark 1 along a normal
direction of main surface 104 is 0.2 times or more of a thick-
ness 112 of the silicon carbide epitaxial layer along the nor-
mal direction of main surface 10a. Consequently, the second
alignment mark with a sufficient level difference can be
formed, thereby effectively improving the alignment accu-
racy.

(10) Preferably, in the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and (9)
above, in the step of forming first alignment mark 1, first
alignment mark 1 is formed on a dicing line 3 on main surface
10qa. By forming first alignment mark 1 on dicing line 3, the
alignment accuracy can be improved without reducing the
area where a semiconductor element is formed.

(11) Preferably, the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and
(10) above further includes the step of forming a first impurity
region 71 within silicon carbide substrate 10 after the step of
preparing silicon carbide substrate 10. Consequently, the sili-
con carbide semiconductor device including first impurity
region 71 can be obtained.

(12) Preferably, the method of manufacturing a silicon
carbide semiconductor device according to any of (1) and
(11) above further includes the step of forming at least one of
a second impurity region 84 and an electrode 94 in silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20 after the step of performing align-
ment. Consequently, the alignment accuracy can be improved
in the step of forming at least one of second impurity region
84 and electrode 94.

Details of Embodiments of the Present Invention

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings. In the following draw-
ings, the same or corresponding parts have the same reference
numbers allotted and description thereof will not be repeated.
Regarding crystallographic denotation herein, an individual
orientation, a group orientation, an individual plane, and a
group plane are shown in [ ], <>, (), and { }, respectively.
Although a crystallographically negative index is normally
expressed by a number with a bar “-” thereabove, a negative
sign herein precedes a number to indicate a crystallographi-
cally negative index.

First, the structure of a MOSFET 100 as a silicon carbide
semiconductor device according to one embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

MOSFET 100 according to this embodiment mainly
includes a silicon carbide layer 101, a gate oxide film 91, a
gate electrode 92, an interlayer insulating film 93, a source
electrode 94, a source wire layer 95, and a drain electrode 98.
Silicon carbide layer 101 mainly includes a silicon carbide
substrate 10 and a silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20. Silicon
carbide substrate 10 includes a silicon carbide single-crystal
substrate 80, a first drift region 81a, and a relaxing region 71.
Silicon carbide single-crystal substrate 80 has a hexagonal
crystal structure of polytype 4H, for example. Silicon carbide
epitaxial layer 20 includes a second drift region 815, a base
region 82, a source region 83, and a contact region 84.

First drift region 81a and second drift region 816 each
include an n type impurity (donor) such as nitrogen, and has
n type conductivity (first conductivity type). An impurity
concentration in each of first drift region 81a and second drift
region 815 is preferably lower than an impurity concentration
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in silicon carbide single-crystal substrate 80. The donor con-
centration in each of first drift region 81a and second drift
region 8154 is preferably not less than 1x10"> cm™ and not
more than 5x10"® cm™ and is 8x10'° cm™>, for example. First
drift region 81a and second drift region 816 form a drift
region.

Base region 82 includes a p type impurity (acceptor) such
as aluminum, and has p type conductivity (second conductiv-
ity type). Base region 82 is provided on second drift region
81b. An acceptor concentration in base region 82 is 1x10"®
cm™>, for example. Source region 83 includes an n type impu-
rity such as phosphorus, and has n type conductivity. Source
region 83 is provided on base region 82 so as to be separated
from second drift region 8156 by base region 82. Source region
83 forms, together with contact region 84, an upper surface P2
of silicon carbide layer 101. Contact region 84 includes a p
type impurity such as aluminum, and has p type conductivity.
Contact region 84 is provided through source region 83 to
connect upper surface P2 with base region 82.

Upper surface P2 of silicon carbide layer 101 is provided
with a trench TR. Trench TR includes a sidewall portion SW
and a bottom portion BT. Sidewall portion SW extends
through source region 83 and base region 82 to reach second
drift region 815. Sidewall portion SW includes a channel
surface of MOSFET 100 on base region 82. Sidewall portion
SW is inclined relative to upper surface P2 of silicon carbide
layer 101, so that trench TR is tapered to expand toward the
opening. A plane orientation of sidewall portion SW is pref-
erably inclined at not less than 50° and not more than 70°
relative to a {0001} plane, and more preferably inclined at not
less than 500 and not more than 70 relative to a (000-1) plane.

Bottom portion BT of trench TR is located on second drift
region 8154. In this embodiment, bottom portion BT has a flat
shape substantially parallel to upper surface P2. A portion
where bottom portion BT and sidewall portion SW are con-
nected together form a corner portion of trench TR. Referring
to FIGS. 2 and 3, trench TR extends to form a mesh having a
honeycomb structure in plan view (viewed along a direction
perpendicular to a first main surface 10a). Thus, silicon car-
bide layer 101 has hexagonal upper surface P2 surrounded by
trench TR. Contact region 84, source region 83 and base
region 82 each have a hexagonal contour, for example, in plan
view.

Relaxing region 71 includes a p type impurity such as
aluminum, and has p type conductivity. Relaxing region 71 is
provided to be interposed between first drift region 81a and
second drift region 815. Relaxing region 71 is separated from
base region 82 by second drift region 815 Relaxing region 71
is also at a distance from sidewall portion SW and bottom
portion BT of trench TR. A dose of relaxing region 71 is
preferably not less than 1x10'? cm™ and not more than
1x10'® cm™, and is 1x10'* ¢cm™2, for example. Relaxing
region 71 is provided, for example, in a position deeper than
the position of bottom portion BT of trench TR. Referring to
FIGS. 1 and 3, relaxing region 71 is provided, for example, to
face base region 82. Relaxing region 71 has an annular shape
to surround first drift region 81a, for example, in plan view.
Relaxing region 71 has a hexagonal contour, for example, in
plan view. Relaxing region 71 may be provided in a position
facing sidewall portion SW of trench TR, or may be provided
in a position facing bottom portion BT of trench TR. Relaxing
region 71 relaxes electric field concentration in the corner
portion of trench TR.

Gate oxide film 91 covers sidewall portion SW and bottom
portion BT of trench TR. Gate electrode 92 is provided on
gate oxide film 91. Source electrode 94 is in contact with
source region 83 and contact region 84. Source wire layer 95
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is in contact with source electrode 94. Source wire layer 95 is
a layer including aluminum, for example. Interlayer insulat-
ing film 93 insulates gate electrode 92 and source wire layer
95 from each other. Drain electrode 98 is provided in contact
with a second main surface 105 of silicon carbide substrate
10.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 to 40, a method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 as a silicon carbide semiconductor device
according to this embodiment will be described.

First, a silicon carbide substrate formation step (S10: FIG.
4) is performed. Specifically, an ingot made of hexagonal
silicon carbide of polytype 4H, for example, is sliced to
prepare silicon carbide single-crystal substrate 80. Then, first
drift region 81a made of'silicon carbide is formed by epitaxial
growth on silicon carbide single-crystal substrate 80. This
epitaxial growth can be performed by means of a CVD
(Chemical Vapor Deposition) method using a mixed gas of
silane (SiH,) and propane (C;Hy) as a source material gas, for
example, and hydrogen gas (H,) as a carrier gas, for example.
On this occasion, nitrogen is introduced, for example, as an
impurity. Silicon carbide substrate 10 has n type conductivity
(first conductivity type).

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, silicon carbide substrate 10
includes first main surface 10a, and second main surface 1056
opposite to first main surface 10q. Silicon carbide substrate
10 includes, for example, silicon carbide single-crystal sub-
strate 80 forming second main surface 105, and first drift
region 81a formed on silicon carbide single-crystal substrate
80 and including silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 forming
first main surface 10qa. Silicon carbide substrate 10 may be
provided with an orientation flat portion 4.

Referring to FIG. 6, first main surface 10a of silicon car-
bide substrate 10 is angled at an off angle 6 with respect to the
{0001} plane (plane indicated with a broken line), for
example. The off angle 6 is preferably not more than 8°.
Specifically, the first main surface is angled off relative to the
{0001 }plane such that a normal vector z of first main surface
10a includes at least one of components of <1-20> and
<1-100>. Preferably, first main surface 10a is angled off
relative to the {0001} plane such that normal vector z of first
main surface 10a has a component of <1-20>. In FIG. 6, a
direction ¢ is a <0001> direction (namely, ¢ axis of hexagonal
silicon carbide), and a direction al is a <11-20> direction, for
example. Off direction al1l is a direction in which the <0001>
direction is projected onto first main surface 10a. In the case
of FIG. 6, when direction al is the <11-20> direction, for
example, off direction all includes a component of <11-20>
direction. Silicon carbide substrate 10 having first main sur-
face 104 angled off relative to the {0001} plane is thus pre-
pared.

Referring to FIG. 7, a dicing line 3 may be formed on first
main surface 10q of silicon carbide substrate 10. Dicing line
3 corresponds to a cutting position where silicon carbide
substrate 10 with a semiconductor element formed thereon is
cut and divided into a plurality of semiconductor chips. In
other words, dicing line 3 is a position where the cutting is
planned in a dicing step. Dicing line 3 may be a groove.
Dicing line 3 includes, for example, first dicing lines 3a
extending along off direction all parallel to the direction in
which orientation flat portion 4 extends, and second dicing
lines 35 extending along a direction parallel to a direction a21
perpendicular to off direction all within first main surface
10a of silicon carbide substrate 10. Off direction all is a
direction including a component of <1-20> direction, for
example. Direction a21 perpendicular to off directionall is a
direction including a component of <1-100> direction, for
example.
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Next, a first alignment mark formation step (S20: FIG. 4) is
performed. Specifically, referring to FIG. 8, protruding first
alignment mark 1 is formed on main surface 10a of silicon
carbide substrate 10, for example. Preferably, first alignment
mark 1 is formed on first dicing line 3a on main surface 10a
of silicon carbide substrate 10. First alignment mark 1
includes a first region 1a and a second region 15, second
region 15 being in contact with first region 1a and extending
from first region 1a in off direction al1 in which the <0001>
direction is projected onto main surface 10a. That is, first
alignment mark 1 has an [-shape in plan view. A plurality of
first alignment marks 1 may be formed along the direction in
which first dicing line 3a extends. A third alignment mark 1¢
may be formed on second dicing line 35 Third alignment
mark 1¢ may have a rectangular shape, for example, in plan
view. A longitudinal direction of the rectangular shape may be
parallel to the direction in which first dicing line 3a extends.
A plurality of third alignment marks 1¢ may be formed along
the direction in which second dicing line 35 extends.

The structure of first alignment mark 1 is now described in
detail. Referring to FIG. 9, a width x1 of first region 1a along
off direction all is smaller than a width y1 of first region 1a
along direction a21 perpendicular to off direction a1l within
first main surface 10a. Preferably, first region 1a and second
region 15 each have a rectangular shape when viewed from
the normal direction of first main surface 10aq. First region 1a
includes a short side along a direction parallel to off direction
all, and a long side along direction a21 perpendicular to off
direction all. Second region 15 includes a long side along a
direction parallel to off direction all, and a short side along
direction a21 perpendicular to off direction all. Preferably,
second region 15 is in contact with one end portion of first
region 1a in direction a21 perpendicular to off direction all
within first main surface 10a.

Preferably, assuming that a width of second region 15
along off direction all is x2, and a width of first region 1a
along direction a21 perpendicular to off direction a1l within
first main surface 10aq is y1, x2 is not less than y1/3 and not
more than 2xyl. When width y1 of first region 1a along
direction a21 perpendicular to off direction all is 60 pum, for
example, width x2 of second region 15 along off directionall
is not less than 20 pm and not more than 120 pm. Width x1 of
first region 1a along off direction all is approximately one-
tenth of width y1 of first region 1a along direction a21 per-
pendicular to off direction all.

Referring to FIG. 10, first region 1a of first alignment mark
1 is formed to project from first main surface 10« in sectional
view (viewed from a direction parallel to first main surface
104a). First alignment mark 1 may be formed to project from
the bottom of first dicing line 3a. A height H1 of first region
1a along the normal direction of first main surface 10aq is, for
example, not less than 0.6 pm. An end portion 1al of first
region 1a facing off direction all and an end portion 1a3 of
first region 1a facing opposite to off direction all are formed
substantially perpendicular to first main surface 10a. An
upper surface 1a2 of first region 1a is substantially parallel to
first main surface 10a.

Referring to FIG. 11, second region 15 of first alignment
mark 1 is formed to project from first main surface 10a in
sectional view. A height H1 of second region 15 along the
normal direction of first main surface 10a is, for example, not
less than 0.6 um. An end portion 151 of second region 15
facing off direction all and an end portion 163 of second
region 15 facing opposite to off direction all are formed
substantially perpendicular to first main surface 10a. An
upper surface 152 of second region 15 is substantially parallel
to first main surface 10a.

20

25

30

40

45

10

Referring to FIG. 12, relaxing region 71 (first impurity
region) being in contact with part of first main surface 10a of
first drift region 81a and having p type conductivity (second
conductivity type) is formed. Specifically, an implantation
mask (not shown) is formed on first main surface 10qa of first
drift region 81a. Then, alignment of silicon carbide substrate
10 is performed using first alignment mark 1 so as to form an
opening over a region where relaxing region 71 is to be
formed. Then, the implantation mask is exposed and devel-
oped, to form the implantation mask provided with the open-
ing over the region where relaxing region 71 is to be formed.
Then, an impurity for providing p type conductivity such as
aluminum is implanted using the implantation mask. That is,
relaxing region 71 is formed after the alignment of silicon
carbide substrate 10 is performed using the first alignment
mark and the implantation mask is formed. The implantation
mask is removed after relaxing region 71 is formed. Referring
to FIG. 9, an image-captured region SC1 in the alignment step
using first alignment mark 1 includes first region la of first
alignment mark 1, and does not include second region 15.
That is, a width x3 of image-captured region SC1 along off
direction al1 is greater than width x1 of first region 1a, and a
width y3 of image-captured region SC1 along direction a21
perpendicular to off direction all is smaller than width y1 of
first region 1a.

Next, a step of forming silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 is
performed. After relaxing region 71 is formed in first drift
region 81a, silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 having n type
conductivity is formed on first main surface 10a of silicon
carbide substrate 10 by epitaxial growth. Silicon carbide epi-
taxial layer 20 may be formed by means of a method similar
to the method of forming first drift region 81a. With silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20 formed on first alignment mark 1,
second alignment mark 2 is formed on the surface of silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20.

The structure of second alignment mark 2 is now
described. Referring to FIGS. 13 and 14, a first portion 2a of
second alignment mark 2 is formed on first region 1a of first
alignment mark 1. An end portion 2a1 of first portion 2a of
second alignment mark 2 facing off direction all and an end
portion 243 of first portion 2a of second alignment mark 2
facing opposite to off direction all are formed substantially
perpendicular to a surface 20a of silicon carbide epitaxial
layer 20. In other words, end portion 2al of first portion 2a of
second alignment mark 2 facing oft direction all is formed
on a plane substantially along end portion 1al of first region
la of first alignment mark 1 facing off direction all. End
portion 243 of first portion 2a of second alignment mark 2
facing opposite to off direction all is formed on a plane
substantially along end portion 143 of first region 1a of first
alignment mark 1 facing opposite to off direction all. A
thickness H2 of silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 is approxi-
mately 3 pm, for example. Preferably, height H1 of first
alignment mark 1 along the normal direction of first main
surface 10a is 0.2 times or more of thickness H2 of the silicon
carbide epitaxial layer along the normal direction of main
surface 10a.

Referring to FIGS. 13 and 15, second portion 25 of second
alignment mark 2 is formed on second region 156 of first
alignment mark 1. As shown in FIG. 40, since first alignment
mark 1 has the portion projecting along oft direction all,
when forming silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20, the silicon
carbide is collected and grown at end portion 151 of second
region 16 facing off direction all, as indicated with the
arrows. The silicon carbide is collected at end portion 151 of
second region 15 facing off direction all not only from a
direction facing end portion 151 of second region 15 facing
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off direction al1, but also from a direction facing end portion
1a1 of first region 1a facing off direction all. Consequently,
second portion 25 of second alignment mark 2 on end portion
151 of second region 15 of first alignment mark 1 facing off
direction all is not provided with an edge, resulting in a
smooth surface. An upper surface 262 of second portion 25 of
second alignment mark 2 forms a surface inclined relative to
first main surface 10a of silicon carbide substrate 10 and
having a normal substantially parallel to the <0001> direc-
tion. An end portion 2563 of second portion 25 of second
alignment mark 2 facing opposite to off direction all forms a
surface substantially parallel to the <0001> direction. A point
of intersection of end portion 263 of second portion 256 of
second alignment mark 2 facing opposite to off direction all
and upper surface 252 is located on a plane along end portion
153 facing opposite to off direction all of second region 15 of
first alignment mark 1. As described above, second alignment
mark 2 is formed on first alignment mark 1 by forming silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20 on first alignment mark 1.

Referring to FIG. 16, silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 is
formed in contact with relaxing region 71 and first drift region
81a. With silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20 formed in contact
with first main surface 10a of silicon carbide substrate 10,
relaxing region 71 is interposed between first drift region 81a
and silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20.

Referring to FIG. 17, base region 82 and source region 83
are formed within silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20. P type
base region 82 is formed, for example, by ion implantation of
a p type impurity for providing p type conductivity such as
aluminum into surface 20q of silicon carbide epitaxial layer
20. Then, source region 83 is formed on base region 82, for
example, by ion implantation of an n type impurity for pro-
viding n type conductivity such as phosphorus into base
region 82. Base region 82 and source region 83 may be
formed by epitaxial growth that includes the addition of
impurities, instead of by the ion implantations described
above.

Next, contact region 84 is formed on base region 82. First,
an implantation mask (not shown) provided with an opening
over a region where contact region 84 is to be formed is
provided. The positioning of the opening in the implantation
mask can be performed using second alignment mark 2. In
other words, alignment of silicon carbide substrate 10 is per-
formed using second alignment mark 2.

Specifically, an image of first portion 2a of second align-
ment mark 2 is captured. The image of first portion 2a may be
captured by a camera including a photoelectric conversion
element to recognize the edge of first portion 2a. The edge of
first portion 2a refers to, for example, end portion 2a1 of first
portion 2a facing off direction all, and end portion 2a3 of
first portion 2a facing opposite to off direction all (see FIG.
14). Then, alignment is performed based on the image of first
portion 2a of second alignment mark 2. Referring back to
FIG. 13, image-captured region SC2 in the alignment step
includes first portion 2a of the second alignment mark formed
on first region 1a, and does not include second portion 25 of
the second alignment mark formed on second region 15. That
is, a width x6 of image-captured region SC2 along off direc-
tion all is greater than a width x4 of first portion 2a, and a
width y6 of image-captured region SC2 along direction a21
perpendicular to off direction a1l is smaller than a width y4 of
first portion 2a. Width x6 of image-captured region SC2
along off direction all may be smaller than a width x5 of
second portion 2b.

After the alignment of silicon carbide substrate 10 is per-
formed, the mask layer is exposed and developed to remove
part of the mask layer over the region where contact region 84
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is to be formed. Consequently, the implantation mask (not
shown) provided with an opening over the region where con-
tact region 84 is to be formed is provided. Then, aluminum
ions, for example, are implanted into the surface of silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20 using the implantation mask, to
form contact region 84 (second impurity region) in silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20. Then, the implantation mask is
removed by means of an arbitrary method such as etching (see
FIG. 18).

Next, heat treatment is carried out to activate the impuri-
ties. A temperature for this heat treatment is preferably not
less than 1500° C. and not more than 1900° C., and is approxi-
mately 1700° C., for example. Time of the heat treatment is,
for example, approximately 30 minutes. An atmosphere of
the heat treatment is preferably an inert gas atmosphere, and
is an Ar atmosphere, for example.

As shown in FIG. 19, a mask layer 40 provided with an
opening is formed on surface 204 of silicon carbide epitaxial
layer 20 formed of source region 83 and contact region 84. A
silicon oxide film can be used, for example, as mask layer 40.
The opening is formed at a position corresponding to the
position of trench TR (see FIG. 21). Mask layer 40 may be
formed by performing alignment of silicon carbide substrate
10 such that the position corresponding to the opening is
exposed based on first portion 2a of second alignment mark 2
formed on silicon carbide epitaxial layer 20.

As shown in FIG. 20, source region 83, base region 82, and
part of second drift region 815 are removed by etching in the
opening of mask layer 40. Reactive ion etching (RIE), in
particular, inductive coupling plasma (ICP) RIE, can be used
as a method for the etching. Specifically, ICP-RIE using SF
or amixed gas of SF¢ and O, as a reactive gas can be used, for
example. As a result of such etching, a recess TQ having
sidewalls substantially perpendicular to surface 20a of silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20 is formed in a region where trench
TR (see FIG. 21) is to be formed.

Next, thermal etching is performed in recess TQ. The ther-
mal etching may be performed, for example, by means of
heating in an atmosphere including a reactive gas having at
least one or more types of halogen atoms. The at least one or
more types of halogen atoms include at least one of chlorine
(C1) atoms and fluorine (F) atoms. This atmosphere is, for
example, Cl,, BCL;, SF¢ or CF,. The thermal etching is
performed using a mixed gas of chlorine gas and oxygen gas
as a reactive gas, for example, at a heat treatment temperature
of not less than 700° C. and not more than 1000° C., for
example.

It is noted that the reactive gas may include a carrier gas in
addition to the chlorine gas and the oxygen gas described
above. For example, nitrogen (N,) gas, argon gas, or helium
gas can be used as the carrier gas. When the heat treatment
temperature is not less than 700° C. and not more than 1000°
C. as described above, an etching rate of silicon carbide is
approximately 70 um/h, for example. In this case, mask layer
40 made of silicon oxide has an extremely high selectivity
with respect to silicon carbide, and is thus not substantially
etched during the etching of silicon carbide.

As shown in FIG. 21, trench TR is formed in upper surface
P2 of'silicon carbide layer 101 as a result of the above thermal
etching. Trench TR includes sidewall portion SW extending
through source region 83 and base region 82 to reach second
drift region 815, and bottom portion BT located on second
drift region 815. Sidewall portion SW and bottom portion BT
are at a distance from relaxing region 71. Then, mask layer 40
is removed by means of an arbitrary method such as etching.

Next, gate oxide film 91 is formed to cover sidewall portion
SW and bottom portion BT of trench TR (see FIG. 22). Gate
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oxide film 91 may be formed by thermal oxidation, for
example. Then, NO annealing using nitrogen monoxide (NO)
gas as an atmospheric gas may be carried out. A temperature
profile includes conditions such as a temperature of not less
than 1100° C. and not more than 1300° C., and a holding time
of approximately one hour. Consequently, nitrogen atoms are
introduced into an interface region between gate oxide film 91
and base region 82. As a result, the formation of an interface
state in the interface region can be suppressed to thereby
improve channel mobility. If such introduction of nitrogen
atoms is possible, gas other than the NO gas may be used as
the atmospheric gas. After this NO annealing, Ar annealing
using argon (Ar) gas as an atmospheric gas may be further
carried out.

Next, gate electrode 92 is formed on gate oxide film 91.
Referring to FI1G. 23, specifically, gate electrode 92 is formed
on gate oxide film 91 so as to fill a region within trench TR
with gate oxide film 91 interposed therebetween. Gate elec-
trode 92 is formed, for example, by depositing a film of a
conductor or polysilicon doped with an impurity.

Next, interlayer insulating film 93 is formed on gate elec-
trode 92 and gate oxide film 91 so as to cover an exposed
surface of gate electrode 92. Etching is performed so as to
form an opening in interlayer insulating film 93 and gate
oxide film 91. This opening exposes source region 83 and
contact region 84 at upper surface P2. The opening may be
formed after alignment is performed based on first portion 2a
of second alignment mark 2 formed on silicon carbide epi-
taxial layer 20, followed by exposure and development steps.
Then, source electrode 94 is formed in contact with source
region 83 and contact region 84 on upper surface P2 of silicon
carbide layer 101 (see FIG. 24). Then, source wire layer 95 is
formed in contact with source electrode 94. As described
above, after the alignment step, at least one of contact region
84 and source electrode 94 is formed in silicon carbide epi-
taxial layer 20. Then, on a lower surface P1 formed of first
drift region 81a, drain electrode 98 is formed with silicon
carbide single-crystal substrate 80 interposed therebetween.
The MOSFET shown in FIG. 1 is thus manufactured.

The structure of Variation 1 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to FIG. 25, second region 15 may be
provided in contact with an end portion of first region 1la
facing opposite to direction a21. When direction a2l is a
[1-100] direction, for example, the direction opposite to
direction a21 is a [-1100] direction. That is, second region 15
may be provided in contact with the end portion of first region
1a facing the [-1100] direction.

The structure of Variation 2 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to FIG. 26, second region 15 may
include a one side second region portion 154 and an other side
second region portion 1565. One side second region portion
154 is in contact with one end portion of first region 1a in
direction a21 perpendicular to off direction all within first
main surface 10q. Other side second region portion 155 is in
contact with the other end portion of first region 1a in direc-
tion a21 perpendicular to off direction all within first main
surface 10a. When off direction a1l is a [11-20] direction, for
example, the one side in direction a21 perpendicular to off
direction all within first main surface 10a is the [1-100]
direction, and the other side is the [-1100] direction.

Preferably, assuming that a width of each of one side sec-
ond region portion 154 and other side second region portion
155 along off direction all is X, and a width of first region 1a
along direction a21 perpendicular to the off direction within
first main surface 10q is y, x is not less than y/6 and not more
than 3y. When width y1 of first region 1a along direction a21
perpendicular to off direction all is 60 um, for example,
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width x2 of each of one side second region portion 154 and
other side second region portion 165 along oft direction all is
not less than 20 pm and not more than 120 pm. Width x2 of
one side second region portion 164 and other side second
region portion 165 may be equal or different between these
portions.

Image-captured region SC1 in the alignment of silicon
carbide substrate 10 using first alignment mark 1 includes
first region 1a of first alignment mark 1, and does not include
one side second region portion 164 and other side second
region portion 165. That is, width x3 of image-captured
region SC1 along off direction al1 is greater than width x1 of
first region 1a, and width y3 of image-captured region SC1
along direction a21 perpendicular to off direction all is
smaller than width y1 of first region 1a. Image-captured
region SC1 includes a region sandwiched between one side
second region portion 154 and other side second region por-
tion 155. Image-captured region SC2 in the alignment step
using second alignment mark 2 is configured similarly.

The structure of Variation 3 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to FI1G. 27, second region 15 is provided
in contact with one end portion of first region 1a, and may
include a portion projecting from first region 1a in off direc-
tion all and a portion projecting from first region 1a in a
direction oppositeto off direction al1. When off direction all
is the [11-20] direction, for example, the direction opposite to
off direction all is a [-1-120] direction. A width x21 of the
portion of second region 15 projecting in off direction all
may be greater than a width x23 of the portion of second
region 15 projecting in the direction opposite to off direction
all. A width x22 of a portion of second region 15 in contact
with first region 1a may be equal to width x1 of firstregion 1a.

The structure of Variation 4 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to FI1G. 28, second region 15 is provided
in contact with the other end portion of first region 1a, and
may include a portion projecting from first region 1a in off
direction all and a portion projecting from first region 1a in
a direction opposite to off direction all. When off direction
all is the [11-20] direction, for example, the direction oppo-
site to off direction a1l is the [-1-120] direction. Widthx21 of
the portion of second region 15 projecting in off direction all
may be greater than width x23 of the portion of second region
15 projecting in the direction opposite to off direction all.
Width x22 of a portion of second region 15 in contact with
first region 1a may be equal to width x1 of first region 1a.

The structure of Variation 5 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to FIG. 29, one side second region por-
tion 154 is provided in contact with one end portion of first
region 1la, and may include a portion projecting from first
region 1a in off direction all and a portion projecting from
first region 1a in a direction opposite to oftf direction all.
When off direction all is the [11-20] direction, for example,
the direction opposite to off direction all is the [-1-120]
direction. Width x21 of the portion of one side second region
portion 154 projecting in off direction all may be greater
than width x23 of the portion of one side second region
portion 154 projecting in the direction opposite to off direc-
tion all. Width x22 of a portion of one side second region
portion 154 in contact with first region 1la may be equal to
width x1 of first region 1a. Similarly, other side second region
portion 155 is provided in contact with the other end portion
of first region 1a, and may include a portion projecting from
first region 1a in off direction all and a portion projecting
from first region 1a in a direction opposite to off direction
all. When off direction all is the [11-20] direction, for
example, the direction opposite to off direction all is the
[-1-120] direction. Width x21 of the portion of other side
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second region portion 155 projecting in off direction all may
be greater than width x23 of the portion of other side second
region portion 155 projecting in the direction opposite to off
direction all. Width x22 of a portion of other side second
region portion 155 in contact with first region 1a may be equal
to width x1 of first region 1a. Image-captured region SC1
includes a region sandwiched between one side second region
portion 154 and other side second region portion 155.

The structure of Variation 6 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to F1G. 30, second region 15 is provided
in contact with one end portion of first region 1a, and may be
inclined from off direction all toward first region 1a. When
off direction all is the [11-20] direction, direction a21 per-
pendicular to the off direction is the [1-100] direction, and a
direction opposite to direction a21 perpendicular to the off
direction is the [-1100] direction, for example, second region
15 is inclined from the [11-20] direction toward the [-1100]
direction. An inclination angle 61 formed between first region
1a and second region 15 is not more than 600, for example. In
order to keep second region 15 out of image-captured region
SC1, if inclination angle 61 is greater than 60°, the length of
second region 15 in off direction all will be too short.

The structure of Variation 7 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to F1G. 31, second region 15 is provided
in contact with the other end portion of first region 1a, and
may be inclined from off direction al1 toward first region 1a.
When off direction all is the [ 11-20] direction, direction a21
perpendicular to the off direction is the [1-100] direction, and
a direction opposite to direction a21 perpendicular to the off
direction is the [-1100] direction, for example, second region
15 is inclined from the [11-20] direction toward the [1-100]
direction. An inclination angle 62 formed between first region
1a and second region 15 is not more than 60°, for example. In
order to keep second region 15 out of image-captured region
SC1, if inclination angle 62 is greater than 60°, the length of
second region 15 in off direction all will be too short.

The structure of Variation 8 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to FIG. 32, one side second region por-
tion 154 is provided in contact with one end portion of first
region 1a, and may be inclined from off direction all toward
first region 1a. When off direction all is the [11-20] direc-
tion, direction a21 perpendicular to the off direction is the
[1-100] direction, and a direction opposite to direction a21
perpendicular to the off direction is the [-1100] direction, for
example, one side second region portion 154 is inclined from
the [11-20] direction toward the [-1100] direction. Other side
second region portion 155 is provided in contact with the
other end portion of first region 1a, and may be inclined from
off direction all toward first region 1a. When off direction
allisthe[11-20] direction, direction a21 perpendicular to the
off direction is the [ 1-100] direction, and a direction opposite
to direction a21 perpendicular to the off direction is the
[-1100] direction, for example, other side second region por-
tion 155 is inclined from the [11-20] direction toward the
[1-100] direction. Inclination angle 81 may be similar to that
in Variation 6, and inclination angle 62 may be similar to that
in Variation 7.

The structure of Variation 9 of first alignment mark 1 is now
described. Referring to F1G. 33, second region 15 is provided
in contact with one end portion of first region 1a, and inclined
at inclination angle 61 from off direction all toward first
region la. Second region 15 may include a portion projecting
from first region 1a in the inclined direction, and a portion
projecting from first region 1a in a direction opposite to the
inclined direction. Width x21 of the portion of second region
15 projecting in the inclined direction may be greater than
width x23 of the portion of second region 15 projecting in the
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direction opposite to the inclined direction. The inclined
direction may be similar to that in Variation 6.

The structure of Variation 10 of first alignment mark 1 is
now described. Referring to FIG. 34, second region 15 is
provided in contact with the other end portion of first region
1a, and inclined at inclination angle 62 from off direction all
toward first region 1a. Second region 15 may include a por-
tion projecting from first region 1a in the inclined direction,
and a portion projecting from first region 1a in a direction
opposite to the inclined direction. Width x21 of the portion of
second region 15 projecting in the inclined direction may be
greater than width x23 of the portion of second region 15
projecting in the direction opposite to the inclined direction.
The inclined direction may be similar to that in Variation 7.

The structure of Variation 11 of first alignment mark 1 is
now described. Referring to FIG. 35, one side second region
portion 154 is provided in contact with one end portion of first
region la, and inclined at inclination angle 61 from off direc-
tion all toward first region 1a. One side second region por-
tion 154 may include a portion projecting from first region 1a
in the inclined direction, and a portion projecting from first
region la in a direction opposite to the inclined direction.
Width x21 of the portion of one side second region portion
154 projecting in the inclined direction may be greater than
width x23 of the portion of one side second region portion 1564
projecting in the direction opposite to the inclined direction.
The inclined direction is similar to that in Variation 6. Simi-
larly, other side second region portion 165 is provided in
contact with the other end portion of first region 1a, and
inclined at inclination angle 82 from off direction all toward
first region 1a. Other side second region portion 155 may
include a portion projecting from first region la in the
inclined direction, and a portion projecting from first region
1a in a direction opposite to the inclined direction. Width x21
of the portion of other side second region portion 155 pro-
jecting in the inclined direction may be greater than width x23
of the portion of other side second region portion 155 pro-
jecting in the direction opposite to the inclined direction. The
inclined direction is similar to that in Variation 7.

The structure of Variation 12 of first alignment mark 1 is
now described. Referring to FIG. 36, first region 1a has a
cross shape when viewed from the normal direction of first
main surface 10a. That is, first region 1a includes a horizontal
first region portion 1a5 extending along off direction all, and
a perpendicular first region portion 1a2 extending along
direction a21 perpendicular to off direction all. Perpendicu-
lar first region portion 142 is provided to perpendicularly
cross horizontal first region portion 1a5. Second region 15
may include one side second region portion 1564 and other
side second region portion 155. One side second region por-
tion 154 is in contact with one end portion of perpendicular
first region portion 142 in direction a21 perpendicular to off
direction all within first main surface 10a. Other side second
region portion 155 is in contact with the other end portion of
perpendicular first region portion 142 in direction a21 per-
pendicular to off direction all within first main surface 10a.
When off direction all is the [11-20] direction, for example,
the one side in direction a21 perpendicular to off directionall
within first main surface 10q is the [1-100] direction, and the
other side is the [-1100] direction.

Image-captured region SC1 in the alignment of silicon
carbide substrate 10 using first alignment mark 1 includes
perpendicular first region portion 142 and horizontal first
region portion 145, and does not include one side second
region portion 154 and other side second region portion 155.
That is, image-captured region SC1 includes a portion where
perpendicular first region portion 142 and horizontal first
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region portion 1a5 cross each other. Image-captured region
SC2 in the alignment step using second alignment mark 2 is
configured similarly.

The structure of Variation 13 of first alignment mark 1 is
now described. Referring to FIG. 37, in the first alignment
mark according to Variation 13, one side second region por-
tion 154 is provided in contact with one end portion of per-
pendicular first region portion 142, and may include a portion
projecting from perpendicular first region portion 1a2 in off
direction all and a portion projecting from perpendicular
first region portion 142 in a direction opposite to off direction
all. When off direction all is the [11-20] direction, for
example, the direction opposite to off direction all is the
[-1-120] direction. Width x21 of the portion of one side
second region portion 154 projecting in off direction all may
be substantially equal to width x23 of the portion of one side
second region portion 154 projecting in the direction opposite
to off direction al1. Width x22 of a portion of one side second
region portion 154 in contact with first region 1a may be equal
to width x1 of first region 1a. Similarly, other side second
region portion 1565 is provided in contact with the other end
portion of perpendicular first region portion 142, and may
include a portion projecting from perpendicular first region
portion 142 in off direction all and a portion projecting from
perpendicular first region portion 142 in a direction opposite
to off direction all. When off direction all is the [11-20]
direction, for example, the direction opposite to off direction
all is the [-1-120] direction. Width x21 of the portion of
other side second region portion 155 projecting in off direc-
tion all may be substantially equal to width x23 of the por-
tion of other side second region portion 155 projecting in the
direction opposite to off direction al1. Width x22 of a portion
of other side second region portion 155 in contact with first
region 1a may be equal to width x1 of first region 1a. Image-
captured region SC1 includes a region sandwiched between
one side second region portion 164 and other side second
region portion b5.

The structure of Variation 14 of first alignment mark 1 is
now described. Referring to FIG. 38, in the first alignment
mark according to Variation 14, one side second region por-
tion 154 is provided in contact with one end portion of per-
pendicular first region portion 142, and may be inclined from
off direction all toward perpendicular first region portion
1a2. When off direction al1 is the [ 11-20] direction, direction
a21 perpendicular to the off direction is the [ 1-100] direction,
and a direction opposite to direction a21 perpendicular to the
off direction is the [-1100] direction, for example, one side
second region portion 154 is inclined from the [11-20] direc-
tion toward the [-1100] direction. Other side second region
portion 155 is provided in contact with the other end portion
of'perpendicular first region portion 142, and may be inclined
from off direction all toward perpendicular first region por-
tion 1a2. When off direction all is the [111-20] direction,
direction a21 perpendicular to the off direction is the [1-100]
direction, and a direction opposite to direction a2l perpen-
dicular to the off direction is the [-1100] direction, for
example, other side second region portion 155 is inclined
from the [11-20] direction toward the [ 1-100] direction. Incli-
nation angle 61 may be similar to that in Variation 6, and
inclination angle 62 may be similar to that in Variation 7.

The structure of Variation 15 of first alignment mark 1 is
now described. Referring to FIG. 39, in the first alignment
mark according to Variation 15, one side second region por-
tion 154 is provided in contact with one end portion of per-
pendicular first region portion 1a2, and inclined at inclination
angle 81 from off direction all toward perpendicular first
region portion 1a2. One side second region portion 154 may
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include a portion projecting from perpendicular first region
portion 1a2 in the inclined direction, and a portion projecting
from perpendicular first region portion 1a2 in a direction
opposite to the inclined direction. Width x21 of the portion of
one side second region portion 154 projecting in the inclined
direction may be smaller than width x23 of the portion of one
side second region portion 154 projecting in the direction
opposite to the inclined direction. The inclined direction is
similar to that in Variation 6. Similarly, other side second
region portion 1565 is provided in contact with the other end
portion of perpendicular first region portion 142, and inclined
at inclination angle 82 from off direction al1 toward perpen-
dicular first region portion 1a2. Other side second region
portion 155 may include a portion projecting from perpen-
dicular first region portion 142 in the inclined direction, and a
portion projecting from perpendicular first region portion 1a2
in a direction opposite to the inclined direction. Width x21 of
the portion of other side second region portion 155 projecting
in the inclined direction may be greater than width x23 of the
portion of other side second region portion 165 projecting in
the direction opposite to the inclined direction. The inclined
direction is similar to that in Variation 7.

While silicon carbide semiconductor device 100 has been
described as a MOSFET in the above embodiment, silicon
carbide semiconductor device 100 is not limited to a MOS-
FET. For example, silicon carbide semiconductor device 100
may be a Schottky barrier diode or an IGBT (Insulated Gate
Bipolar Transistor). While the first conductivity type has been
described as n type and the second conductivity type has been
described as p type in the above embodiment, the first con-
ductivity type may be p type and the second conductivity type
may ben type. While the alignment step has been described as
being performed when forming the contact region in the
above embodiment, the alignment step is not limited to form-
ing the contact region. For example, the alignment step may
be performed in a silicon carbide dry etching step, a gate
electrode formation step or a step of forming a contact hole in
the interlayer insulating film. While second alignment mark 2
has been described as being used for the alignment in the
exposure step in the above embodiment, second alignment
mark 2 is not limited to be used in the exposure step. For
example, second alignment mark 2 may be used in a defect
inspection step or a laser annealing step.

A function and effect of the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 according to this embodiment is now
described.

According to the method of manufacturing MOSFET 100
of this embodiment, first alignment mark 1 includes first
region la and second region 15, second region 15 being in
contact with first region 1a and extending from first region 1a
in off direction all. First region 1a includes a short side along
a direction parallel to off direction all, and a long side along
a direction perpendicular to off direction all within main
surface 10a. Second alignment mark 2 includes a first portion
2a formed on first region 1a and a second portion 25 formed
on second region 15. An alignment step includes the step of
capturing an image of first portion 2a while not including
second portion 25, and recognizing an edge of first portion 2a
based on the image. Consequently, the alignment accuracy of
silicon carbide substrate 10 can be improved.

Further, according to the method of manufacturing MOS-
FET 100 of this embodiment, second region 15 is in contact
with one end portion of first region 1a in direction a21 per-
pendicular to off direction al1 within main surface 105. Con-
sequently, the image-captured region for the alignment can be
increased to thereby further improve the alignment accuracy.
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Moreover, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, assuming that the width of
second region 15 along off direction a1l is x, and the width of
first region 1a along direction a21 perpendicular to off direc-
tionall within first main surface 10a is y, x is not less than y/3
and not more than 2y. Consequently, the silicon carbide can
be efficiently grown at an end portion of second region 15,
thereby further improving the alignment accuracy.

Moreover, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, second region 15 is
inclined from off direction all toward first region 1a. Con-
sequently, an end portion of first region 1a in off direction a1l
can be protected by second region 15. As a result, the edge of
first portion 2a of second alignment mark. 2 facing off direc-
tion all becomes steeper, thereby improving the alignment
accuracy.

Moreover, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, second region 15 includes
one side second region portion 154 in contact with one end
portion of first region 1a in direction a21 perpendicular to off
direction all within first main surface 10a, and other side
second region portion 155 in contact with the other end por-
tion. Consequently, the silicon carbide can be grown at the
end portion of each of one side second region portion 154 and
other side second region portion 155, thereby further improv-
ing the alignment accuracy.

Furthermore, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, assuming that the width of
each of one side second region portion 154 and other side
second region portion 1565 along off direction all is X, and the
width of first region 1a along the direction perpendicular to
the off direction within the main surface is y, x is not less than
y/6 and not more than 3y. Consequently, the silicon carbide
can be efficiently grown at the end portion of each of one side
second region portion 164 and other side second region por-
tion 1565, thereby further improving the alignment accuracy.

Furthermore, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, first region 1a has a rect-
angular shape when viewed from the normal direction of first
main surface 10a. Consequently, the alignment mark can be
suitably used for an alignment method using a rectangular
alignment mark.

Furthermore, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, first region 1a has a cross
shape when viewed from the normal direction of first main
surface 10a. Consequently, the alignment mark can be suit-
ably used for an alignment method using a cross-shaped
alignment mark.

Furthermore, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, height H1 of first align-
ment mark 1 along the normal direction of first main surface
10415 0.2 times or more of thickness 112 of the silicon carbide
epitaxial layer along the normal direction of main surface
10a. Consequently, the second alignment mark, with a suffi-
cient level difference can be formed, thereby effectively
improving the alignment accuracy.

Moreover, according to the method of manufacturing
MOSFET 100 of this embodiment, in the step of forming first
alignment mark 1, first alignment mark 1 is formed on dicing
line 3 on main surface 10a. By forming first alignment mark
1 on dicing line 3, the alignment accuracy can be improved
without reducing the area where a semiconductor element is
formed.

Moreover, the method of manufacturing MOSFET 100 of
this embodiment further includes the step of forming relaxing
region 71 within silicon carbide substrate 10 after the step of
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forming silicon carbide substrate 10. Consequently, the sili-
con carbide semiconductor device including relaxing region
71 can be obtained.

Moreover, the method of manufacturing MOSFET 100 of
this embodiment further includes the step of forming at least
one of contact region 84 and source electrode 94 in silicon
carbide epitaxial layer 20 after the alignment step. Conse-
quently, the alignment accuracy can be improved in the step
of forming at least one of contact region 84 and source elec-
trode 94.

Although the embodiments of the present invention have
been described above, it should be understood that the
embodiments disclosed herein are illustrative and non-re-
strictive in every respect. The scope of the present invention is
defined by the terms of the claims, and is intended to include
any modifications within the scope and meaning equivalent to
the terms of the claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device, comprising the steps of:
preparing a silicon carbide substrate having a main surface
angled off relative to a {0001} plane;
forming a protruding first alignment mark on said main
surface of said silicon carbide substrate;
forming a second alignment mark on said first alignment
mark by forming a silicon carbide epitaxial layer on said
first alignment mark; and
performing alignment of said silicon carbide substrate
using said second alignment mark,
said first alignment mark including a first region and a
second region, said second region being in contact with
said first region and extending from said first region in an
off direction in which a <0001> direction is projected
onto said main surface,
said first region including a short side along a direction
parallel to said off direction, and a long side along a
direction perpendicular to said off direction within said
main surface,
said second alignment mark including a first portion
formed on said first region and a second portion formed
on said second region,
said step of performing alignment including the step of
capturing an image of said first portion while not includ-
ing said second portion, and recognizing an edge of said
first portion based on said image.
2. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said second region is in contact with one end portion of said
first region in the direction perpendicular to said off
direction within said main surface.
3. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
assuming that a width of said second region along said off
direction is x, and a width of said first region along the
direction perpendicular to said off direction within said
main surface is y, x is not less than y/3 and not more than
2y.
4. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said second region is inclined from said off direction
toward said first region.
5. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said second region includes a one side second region por-
tion in contact with one end portion of said first region in
the direction perpendicular to said off direction within
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said main surface, and an other side second region por-
tion in contact with the other end portion.
6. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 5, wherein
assuming that a width of each of said one side second
region portion and said other side second region portion
along said off direction is x, and a width of said first
region along the direction perpendicular to said off
direction within said main surface is y, X is not less than
y/6 and not more than 3y.
7. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said first region has a rectangular shape when viewed from
a normal direction of said main surface.
8. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said first region has a cross shape when viewed from a
normal direction of said main surface.
9. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semicon-
ductor device according to claim 1, wherein
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a height of said first alignment mark along a normal direc-
tion of said main surface is 0.2 times or more of a
thickness of said silicon carbide epitaxial layer along
said normal direction of said main surface.

10. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semi-

conductor device according to claim 1, wherein

in said step of forming a protruding first alignment mark,
said first alignment mark is formed on a dicing line on
said main surface.

11. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semi-
conductor device according to claim 1, further comprising the
step of forming a first impurity region within said silicon
carbide substrate after said step of preparing a silicon carbide
substrate.

12. The method of manufacturing a silicon carbide semi-
conductor device according to claim 1, further comprising the
step of forming at least one of a second impurity region and an
electrode in said silicon carbide epitaxial layer after said step
of performing alignment.
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